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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



JUNE, 1843. 



DECREASE OF WAR PREPARATIONS. 

The French army, which amounted in 1841 to 494,000 men, and 111,000 
horses, was reduced last year to 433,670 men and 97,448 horses ; and by 
the budget of the present year, it is proposed to reduce the army further to 
344,000 men, and 84,288 horses. The first reduction was more than 60,000 
men, and about 14,000 horses ; while the latter is a diminution from 1841 
of 150,000 men, and of 27,000 horses; in each case about thirty per cent. 
Let this process go on ; and we shall soon save Christendom in this way 
alone hundreds of millions every year merely in her preparations for war. 

England is pursuing the same course. Sir Robert Peel lately stated in 
the House of Commons, that the annual estimates this year for the army, 
navy and ordnance, would be about $4,000,000 below those of last year, 
in consequence of the peace with China, the treaty with the United States, 
and the reduction of 100,000 men in the French army. Several regiments 
had been recalled from Canada, and reductions made in other departments 
of the war-service. The work is in progress ; and at the above rates of 
diminution in France and England, we may, even in the present generation, 
reduce the military forces of all Christendom down to a number barely 
sufficient for an armed police. We see that, if one powerful nation sets 
an example, others are ready to follow it. 

Ashburton Treaty. — In the debate in the House of Lords, on the 
answer to the Queen's speech, Lord Brougham referred to the treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain, as indeed nearly all the 
speakers did, and said concerning the boundary adjustment : — " As to the 
terms of that settlement, as to the territory which is affected by the line of 
boundary that we have heard so much talked of to-night, and so much 
more and so less wisely talked of out of doors, I profess myself to be of 
this opinion (a heresy, I doubt not, that will be questioned by some perhaps 
of my noble friends behind me), I so infinitely over-value, perhaps, the 
importance, the vital importance, to the interest of this country, and of 
mankind at large, of a good understanding, of a cordial friendly footing, 
being restored between this country and our kinsman of America, that I 
care not how this line of boundary is drawn. I am utterly indifferent what 
direction that line takes. Let it go a few miles or leagues to the right hand 
or to the left, even let it affect Cape Rouse, even let it affect the navigation 
of the St. John's river — welcome ! take it all ! give it up ! Give me peace 
between America and England." — His Lordship went on to say, however, 
that he was not left to that in defending the treaty. He considered the 
settlement fair and just, and paid compliments to Lord Ashburton for the 
happy success of this negotiation. 
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